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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the role of schools in providing comprehensive education, both from academic
and non-academic aspects, in order to form individuals who excel in various fields. The research method
used is Systematic Literature Review (SLR), which aims to identify, evaluate, and synthesize the results of
previous research related to this topic. The SLR approach allows researchers to gain a comprehensive
understanding of educational strategies and practices that have proven effective in shaping the golden
generation. The articles used in this study were selected based on their high quality and relevance to the
focus of the research. The results of the study show that schools play a role not only in academic mastery
but also in the development of students' character and social skills. Academically, the school equips
students with science, cognitive skills, and critical and creative thinking abilities through relevant curricula
and innovative learning methods. The use of technology in education also contributes to increasing
students' adaptability to changing times. Meanwhile, from a non-academic aspect schools function as a
place for character formation through various extracurricular activities that teach the values of discipline,
responsibility, leadership, and empathy. In addition, social interaction in the school environment also forms
communication and cooperation skills that are important for community life and the world of work.
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1. Introduction

Education is the main foundation in forming superior and competitive human resources.
Through the learning process, individuals gain knowledge that enables them to understand
various disciplines and world developments (Firmando, HG 2023). In addition, education also
equips individuals with skills, both in academic, technical, and social aspects, which are needed
to face challenges in the world of work and community life. Moreover, education instills moral and
ethical values, such as discipline, hard work, and responsibility, which shape the character of
individuals to become people with integrity (Juariah, S. 2023). In the era of globalization and ever-
evolving technology, education plays a role in preparing individuals to be able to adapt, think
critically, and innovate. Thus, education not only produces intelligent individuals, but also useful
for society and national development. In the era of rapidly developing globalization, competition
in various fields is getting tighter, so that the demand for high quality education is becoming
increasingly urgent (Manan, A. 2023). Quality education not only includes academic aspects, but
also includes character development, creativity, and critical thinking skills. Thus, well-educated
individuals will be better prepared to adapt to change, solve problems innovatively, and make
positive contributions to society and the progress of the nation (Surya, IAM, & Moramowati, NLA
2023).

In addition, technology and digitalization have also brought changes to the education
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system. Learning methods are now increasingly diverse with the presence of e-leaming,
online courses, and various digital education platforms that can be easily accessed. E-learning
allows students to leamn flexibly without being limited by space and time, while online courses
provide access to anyone to gain knowledge from various quality sources. Various digital
education platforms, such as Google Classroom, Ruangguru, and Khan Academy, provide
learning materials in the form of videos, quizzes, and interactive discussion forums (Hajar, A.
2024, October). In addition, technology also encourages broader collaboration through webinars
and video conferences that allow students and teachers to interact without geographical
boundaries. Notonly that, but digitalization also increases access to education for those in remote
areas or with physical limitations, so that they can still get quality education. Thus, the use of
technology in education makes the learning process more flexible, inclusive, and effective,
although challenges such as the gap in internet access still need to be overcome (Baharuddin,
B., & Hatta, H. 2024).

This allows for an increase in the quality of education that is more inclusive and equitable,
so that every individual has an equal opportunity to develop. With the right investment in the
education sector, a country can create competitive, innovative, and globally competitive human
resources (Hendrizal, H., et al. 2024). Therefore, the role of the government, educational
institutions, and society is very important in ensuring the implementation of quality education for
the progress of the nation in this era of globalization. Quality education not only includes
academic aspects, but alsoincludes character development, creativity, and critical thinking skills.
Thus, well-educated individuals will be better prepared to adapt to change, solve problems
innovatively, and make positive contributions to society and the progress of the nation. In
addition, technology and digitalization have also brought changes to the education system.
Learning methods are now increasingly diverse, with the presence of e-learning, online courses,
and various digital education platforms that can be easily accessed. This allows for an increase
in the quality of education that is more inclusive and equitable, so that every individual has an
equal opportunity to develop (Farug, U., & Bakar, MYA 2025).

Proper investment in the education sector plays a major role in creating competitive,
innovative, and globally competitive human resources. By improving the quality of education,
individuals can gain extensive knowledge, relevant skills, and critical and creative thinking
needed to face global competition (Anwar, US, et al. 2024). With adequate educational facilities,
a curriculum that is in line with current developments, and qualified educators, the education
system is able to produce a generation that is ready to innovate and contribute in various fields.
In addition, education also shapes individual character so that they have a high work ethic, are
adaptive to change, and are able to compete internationally (Maisaroh, AA, & Untari, S. 2024).
Investment in education not only improves the quality of individuals, but also accelerates the
economic progress and development of a country. A country that has superior human resources
will be better prepared to face global challenges and take advantage of opportunities in the
moderm era. The role of the government, educational institutions, and society is very importantin
ensuring the implementation of quality education for the progress of the nation in this era of
globalization. Therefore, schools as formal educational institutions play a very strategic role in
producing a generation that not only has intellectual intelligence, but also emotional and social
intelligence. One of the great goals of education is to prepare a quality next generation of the
nation, who are able to compete and adapt in various aspects of life, both at the national and
international levels.

Schools as centers of transformation have a broader role than simply providing scientific
knowledge to students. Schools should be places where students not only gain knowledge, but
also develop the character and skills needed to face the challenges of an increasingly complex
world. The educational process that students go through in schools will shape them into
individuals who are not only academically intelligent, but also have a sense of social
responsibility, leadership, and the ability to work together in various situations (Judrah, M., et al.
2024). The formation of a golden generation is very important, especially for Indonesia which has
great potential in the number of productive age population. A quality generation will be the main
key to the progress of the nation, which can bring positive changes in various sectors of life. For
this reason, schools must play a more active role in shaping students' character so that they
become superior, creative, and innovative individuals. The role of schools is not only limited to
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teaching academic material, but also includes the development of non-academic aspects that are
important in shaping quality individuals (Hidayat, US 2021).

One important aspect that must be considered in education is character building. In many
developed countries, education does not only focus on academic achievement, but also on
developing students’ character. This aims to ensure that students not only have knowledge, but
can also apply that knowledge in their daily lives in a positive way. Good character will form
individuals who are responsible, honest, disciplined, and have empathy for others (Amalianita, B.
et al. 2023). In addition, the rapid development of technology and information affects the way
education is carried out. In this context, schools are required to be able to integrate technology
into the teaching and learning process so that students are ready to face the challenges of the
times. Schools must be able to facilitate students to not only understand technology, but also to
use it wisely. Technology can be a very effective tool in improving the quality of education, but it
can also be a challenge if not managed properly (Gazali, M., & Pransisca, MA 2021).

Schools should also pay attention to the impartance of developing soft skills in students.
Soft skills, such as communication, teamwork, leadership, and creativity, are increasingly needed
in an increasingly competitive world of work. The formation of these soft skills can be done
through various extracurricular activities that can provide students with direct experience in facing
various challenges. Thus, schools not only prepare students to pass exams, but also to face a
wider life (Yolanda, S., et al. 2024). Finally, to realize the golden generation, it is important for
schools to create an inclusive educational climate and support the holistic growth and
development of students. All aspects of education, both academic and non-academic, must run
in harmony to create a generation that not only has intellectual intelligence, but also good mental,
emotional, and social readiness to face the future.

This study aims to analyze the role of schools as centers of transformation in forming a
superior golden generation in the modern era. Specifically, this study aims to examine how
schools can become agents of change in shaping character, improving academic quality, and
developing 21st-century skills needed by students. In addition, this study also aims to identify
educational strategies and innovations that can be applied in schools to create a conducive and
adaptive learning environment to the development of the times. By understanding the role of
schools in mare depth, it is hoped that the results of this study can contribute to improving the
quality of education and policies that support the development of competitive and globally
competitive human resources

2. Method

This study uses the Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach, which is a research
method that focuses on identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing the results of previous studies
related to the role of schools in forming the golden generation. The SLR method was chosen
because this approach allows researchers to obtain a comprehensive picture of various previous
studies that are relevant to the topic being studied. The article selection process is carried out by
selecting studies that have high quality and strong relevance to the focus of this study (Indrayani,
SE, et al. 2025).

The first step in this study was to conduct a literature search through electronic databases
such as Google Scholar, JSTOR, and Scopus. The keywords used in the search included
"school", "golden generation", "educational transformation", and "the role of schools in character
education". The researcher then filtered the articles based on the inclusion criteria, which
included studies published in the last five years and which discussed the role of schools in holistic
student development. After the selection process was carried out, the researcher analyzed the
selected articles with the aim of finding the main themes related to the objectives of this study. In
this analysis, the researcher not anly identified existing results but also reviewed the methodology
used in previous studies and the conclusions that can be drawn from the research. Thus, this
study provides a deeper picture of how schools can play a role as a center of transformation in
forming the golden generation, as well as what factors influence the success of education in this
context.
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3. Result and Discussion
Definition and meaning of school as a center of transformation.

Schools as centers of transformation mean that they not only function as places for
transferring knowledge, but also as agents of change in shaping individuals who are ready to
face challenges in the modern era. Schools not only focus on improving academic intelligence,
but also on building students' skills, character, and competitiveness. In terms of academics,
schools play a role in improving students' understanding through relevant curricula and research-
based learning approaches. In addition, schools also equip students with 21st-century skills, such
as critical thinking, creativity, communication, and collaboration, through active learning methods
such as project-based learning and problem-based learning (Saputra, AMA, et al. 2023).
Character building in schools is an important aspect of education because it focuses not only on
academic achievement, but also on the development of students' personalities and morals.
Schools play a role in instilling fundamental values such as discipline, which teaches students to
be responsible for their tasks and time; integrity, which forms an honest and trustworthy attitude
in every action; empathy, which fosters a sense of caring and the ability to understand the feelings
of others; and leadership, which encourages students to become brave, independent individuals
who are able to inspire others (Juariah, S. 2023).

These values are developed through various programs in schools, such as extracurricular
activities, which include student organizations, social activities, sports, and arts, where students
learn to work together, face challenges, and build a sense of responsibility. In addition, school
culture, such as the habit of respecting teachers and fellow students, flag ceremonies that instill
nationalism, and community service activities that foster a sense of togethemess, are also part
of the character building process (Agustina, 10, et al. 2023). With this approach, schools not only
produce students who are academically intelligent, but also individuals who have strong
characters and are ready to face challenges in the real world. In facing global competition,
schools must also equip students with skills that are relevant to the world of work, such as the
use of digital technology, financial literacy, and entrepreneurship. Thus, schools truly become
centers of transformation that produce individuals who are not only academically superior, but
also competitive, innovative, and have character in bringing positive change to society and the
nation (Nasir, M., et al. 2023). Schools are not just places to transfer knowledge, but also become
a place for developing moral, social values, and skills needed to face global challenges. In the
context of transformation, schools function as institutions that continue to adapt to the times, both
in learning methods, curriculum, and the use of technology. This transformation includes changes
in more innovative educational approaches, such as project-based learning, integration of digital
technology, and strengthening character education. As a center of transformation, schools also
play a role in forming the golden generation—a generation that excels in critical, creative,
communicative, and collaborative thinking (Laksita, AL, 2024). Therefore, schools must be able
to create an inspiring, inclusive, and future-oriented learning environment so that students can
develop optimally and contribute positively to society and the progress of the nation.

The results of this study indicate that schools have a very significant role in shaping the
golden generation. Several key findings indicate that schools that are successful in educating
students do not only focus on academic aspects, but also on developing students' character and
social skills. In various studies found, schools that integrate character education into the
curriculum effectively tend to produce students who are better prepared to face life's challenges.
In addition, this study also found that extracurricular activities have a very large contribution to
the formation of the golden generation. Various activities such as sports, arts, and student
organizations provide students with the opportunity to develop social skills, leadership, and the
ability to work in a team. Through these activities, students not only learn about practical skills,
but also form strong characters, such as discipline, responsibility, and empathy for others.

Factors that support transformation in the school environment.

Transformation in the school environment is influenced by various factors that support
positive changes in the education system. One of the main factors is visionary school leadership,
where innovative principals and management can create effective learning strategies and build
a school culture that supports students' academic and character growth. In addition, an adaptive
and relevant curriculum is key to equipping students with 21st-century skills, such as critical
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thinking, creativity, communication, and collaboration (Mulyanti, D. 2024). Qualified and
innovative teachers also play an important role in the transformation process, because they are
the spearheads in implementing creative learning methods that are in accordance with the needs
of students. The use of technology in learning is accelerating change, allowing students to leamn
more flexibly and interactively through digital media and online platforms. A conducive school
environment, with adequate facilities and an inclusive culture, also contributes to creating a
comfortable and productive learning atmosphere. In addition, collaboration between schools,
parents, and the community is an important factor in supporting student development, especially
in increasing their involvement in the learning process (Sadriani, A., et al. 2023, July). No less
important, government policies and support in the form of curriculum development, financial
assistance, and training for educators also accelerate school transformation. With these factors,
schools can develop into centers of educational transformation that are adaptive, innovative, and
capable of producing a golden generation that is ready to face global challenges.

Another important factor found in this study is the crucial role of teachers in the
educational process. Teachers not only function as instructors who transfer knowledge, but also
as guides who direct the intellectual, emotional, and social development of students. Through
good interactions with students, teachers can help students understand their potential and
overcome learning difficulties they face. In addition, teachers also act as motivators, who provide
encouragement so that students are more confident and motivated in achieving academic and
non-academic achievements (Quisum, DU, & Hermanto, H. 2022). In carrying out this role,
teachers do not only rely on conventional teaching methods, but must also adapt to technological
developments and apply more innovative leaming approaches, such as project-based learning
and the use of digital media. Moreover, a good emotional relationship between teachers and
students can create a conducive learning environment, where students feel comfortable,
supported, and motivated to continue to develop. Therefore, the success of the education system
is highly dependent on the quality of teachers who not only have academic competence, but also
the ability to guide and inspire students to become superior and characterful individuals.
Research shows that a good relationship between teachers and students can increase students'
learning motivation, as well as create a conducive atmosphere for students' personal
development (Mea, F. 2024). In this case, the role of teachers is very large in creating an
educational climate that supports the growth of students' character. In addition, this study
highlights the importance of using technology in education. With the increasing development of
information technology, schools that can utilize technology properly can provide a more
interesting and interactive leaming experience for students. Technology is not only used to
support the learning process, but also to help students develop digital skills that are very
important in the world of work.

The role of schools in social, cultural and technological change.

Schools have an important role in shaping and directing changes in various aspects of
lite, including social, cultural, and technological. As an educational institution, schools are not
only a place to transfer knowledge, but also a center of transformation that helps society adapt
to the development of the times (Abidin, Z. 2021).

1.The Role of Schools in Social Change

Schools play a role in shaping individuals with high social awareness through character
education. Students are taught tolerance to appreciate differences, empathy to care for others,
and cooperation in achieving common goals. In addition, they are also trained in social
responsibility through activities that are beneficial to the environment (Rahmawati, Y. 2023). With
these values, schools create a generation that is not only academically intelligent but also able
to contribute positively to society. In addition, schools are also a place where students from
various backgrounds learn to live side by side in diversity, thus preventing discrimination and
social conflict. Extracurricular programs, social activities, and discussions on global issues also
play arole in increasing students' awareness of broader social problems.

2.The Role of Schools in Cultural Change
Schools play a primary role in preserving, developing, and transforming culture in society.
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Through education, students are introduced to local and national cultures so that they can
understand and appreciate their nation's cultural heritage. Cultural preservation efforts are
carried out through learning history, art, and regional languages, as well as extracurricular
activities such as traditional dance and regional music. In addition, schools also develop culture
by encouraging innovation that remains rooted in original cultural values (Qulsum, DU, &
Hermanto, H. 2022). In the process of cultural transformation, schools play a role in passing on
culture to the younger generation and updating it so that it remains relevant to the times. Thus,
schools become an important pillar in maintaining cultural sustainability and shaping the
character of students who love and appreciate the nation's culture. On the other hand, schools
also introduce global culture through learning foreign languages, world history, and interaction
with the international community. This helps students become individuals who have broad
insights and are able to adapt to the dynamics of global culture without losing their national
identity (Saputra, AB 2023).

3.The Role of Schools in Technological Change

In the digital era, schools have a crucial role in helping students master technology and
use it wisely. Integration of technology into the learning process, such as the use of e-learning,
digital laboratories, and online learning platforms, allows students to gain knowledge in a more
interactive and flexible way (Nasution, MD 2024). In addition, schools are also responsible for
improving students' digital literacy so that they can use technology ethically and productively.
With digital skills training, coding, and technology-based innovation, schools help prepare the
younger generation to face the challenges of industry 4.0 and the era of artificial intelligence.
Schools have a strategic role in bringing about social, cultural, and technological change, making
them centers of transformation that contribute to the progress of society. In the social aspect,
schools shape individuals who are aware of the values of togetherness, tolerance, and concern
for their surroundings. Through character education and social activities, students are taught to
actively participate in society, respect differences, and become agents of positive change
(Judrah, M., et al. 2024). In terms of culture, schools play a role in preserving and developing
local and national cultures. Through subjects such as history, art, and language, students are
equipped with an understanding of their cultural identity, while also being given insight into global
cultural diversity. This helps them become individuals who are open to differences, but still
maintain the values and traditions that are the heritage of the nation (Siregar, JS 2020).

In the field of technology, schools play a vital role in equipping students with the digital
skills and innovation needed in the modern era. By utilizing technology -based learning, such as
e-learning, coding, and artificial intelligence (Al), schools help students to be better prepared for
the industrial revolution 4.0 and increasingly rapid global developments. By combining these
three aspects, schools not only produce educated individuals, but also create a society that is
more advanced, inclusive, and ready to face global challenges. Schools are the main foundation
in building a generation that is highly competitive, able to adapt to changing times, and has a
commitment to contributing to social, cultural, and technological development at the local and
international levels.

However, not all schools are able to implement this transformation well. Some of the
obstacles found in this study include the lack of adequate resources, both in the form of
infrastructure and training for teachers. Schools in remote areas, for example, often have difficulty
in accessing the latest educational technology. This causes an imbalance in the quality of
education between developed and less developed areas. Overall, this study shows that schools
have great potential to become centers of transformation in forming a golden generation.
However, to realize this, cooperation is needed between various parties, such as the government,
the community, and the school itself, to create an educational environment that supports the
holistic development of students. Therefore, it is important to continue to evaluate and improve
the existing education system in order to produce the next generation who are ready to face the
future.

4, Conclusion
Schools play a very important role in the formation of the golden generation by providing
comprehensive education, covering academic and non-academic aspects. Through a holistic
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approach, schools not only focus on intellectual achievement, but also on character development
and social skills that are essential for students' future success. From an academic perspective,
schoals provide the knowledge and cognitive skills needed by students to understand the world
and contribute to the development of science and technology. Relevant curriculum, innovative
learning methods, and the use of technology in education enable students to think critically,
creatively, and adaptively to changing times. On the other hand, non-academic aspects also play
a major role in forming individuals with strong character. Schools are a place for students to learn
the values of discipline, responsibility, leadership, and empathy through various extracurricular
activities, such as student organizations, sports, arts, and social activities. In addition, social
interactions in the school environment teach students how to communicate, cooperate, and
resolve conflicts wisely, which are important skills in the world of work and social life. By
combining academic and non-academic education, schools become the main place to build a
golden generation—individuals who are not only intellectually intelligent, but also have strong
character and social skills to face global challenges and contribute to the progress of the nation.
Therefore, it is important for all parties to work together to ensure that schools can play their role
as effective centers of transformation. In an effort to create a golden generation, schools need to
improve the quality of teaching, use technology wisely, and strengthen the role of teachers as
mentors. In addition, it is also important to provide various activities that support the development
of students' character and social skills, so that they are ready to face the future with confidence.
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