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Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of Indonesian language learning in developing students' critical
thinking skills at SMP 16 Jambi City. Using a qualitative approach, this study explores how Indonesian
language learning can contribute to developing critical thinking skills through direct interaction with
students and teachers. Data were obtained through interviews, observations, and document analysis,
which were then analyzed to identify relevant patterns and themes. The results of the study indicate that
Indonesian language learning has great potential in developing students' critical thinking skills. Learning
strategies such as the use of texts, discussions, debates, and argumentative writing have proven
effective in improving critical thinking skills. Students are trained to identify main ideas, evaluate
arguments, and design coherent and evidence-based argument structures. However, there are several
obstacles faced, such as time constraints and differences in student motivation in participating in literacy
activities. Therefore, further efforts are needed to overcome these obstacles, such as teacher training,
providing relevant teaching materials, and utilizing digital technology. With a more holistic approach,
Indonesian language learning can be a more effective tool in developing students’ critical thinking skills,
which contributes to improving the overall quality of education.
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1. Introduction

Critical thinking skills are 21st-century skills that are very important for students to have.
In this fast-paced information era, students are required to be able to analyze information
carefully, evaluate its sources, and make the right decisions based on valid facts and data.
One effective way to develop this critical thinking skill is through learning Indonesian (Nuraini,
I. 2022). This subject covers various aspects that can train students in understanding,
analyzing, and producing information. By studying texts, students are trained to identify the
message to be conveyed and evaluate the truth of the information available. In addition,
learning Indonesian also teaches students to evaluate sources of information, assess the
validity of arguments, and organize information logically and structured. Thus, critical thinking
skills that develop through learning Indonesian will greatly assist students in facing challenges
in a world full of information (Pohan, et al. 2020).

Indonesian language learning has great potential in developing critical thinking skills
because of the various activities involved in the learning process. One of the main activities
that supports critical thinking skills is reading. Through reading, students are trained to
understand the text in depth, not only knowing the contents of the text, but also analyzing the
arguments and structures contained therein. Thus, students can evaluate the strengths or
weaknesses of the arguments presented in the text and assess the logic and validity of the
information contained (Wulandary, KL 2020). In addition, writing activities also greatly support
the development of critical thinking. In writing, students are invited to design coherent
arguments, namely arguments that are interrelated and easy to understand. This process
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requires students to organize information in a logical and evidence-based manner. They are
not only asked to write creatively, but also to consider relevant facts and arrange them in a
justifiable order. Thus, the ability to design coherent and evidence-based arguments is an
important element in critical thinking, because students are trained not only to accept
information for granted, but also to evaluate, analyze, and organize it rationally.(Zamakhsyari,
2023).

Overall, Indonesian language learning that involves reading and writing activities
provides space for students to develop critical thinking skills effectively, preparing them to be
able to face the challenges of analyzing and evaluating information in a world full of various
sources of information. However, the development of critical thinking skills through Indonesian
language learning is often not optimal. Many teachers still use conventional learning
approaches that focus on memorization rather than deep understanding and critical analysis
(Sutrisno, 2020). As a result, students tend to be passive in learning and lack the skills to think
analytically and logically.

The limitations in developing critical thinking skills among students are often
exacerbated by the lack of utilization of learning media that support these skills. One concrete
example of this problem is the low use of non-fiction texts that are relevant to the student's
context. Non-fiction texts, such as news articles, essays, research reports, or other
argumentative texts, have great potential to train critical thinking skills because of their nature
that is directly related to facts, data, and various points of view that exist in society. However,
many Indonesian language learning still focuses too much on fictional or narrative texts that
are easier to understand and prioritize literary aspects (Vidiawati, V. 2019).

The use of non-fiction texts in learning Indonesian can help students develop critical
thinking skills in a more practical and relevant way. These texts require students to analyze
information, evaluate arguments, and develop their own views based on existing facts and
data (Suwandi, S. (2019). In addition, non-fiction texts can also introduce students to various
social, political, and economic issues that are relevant to everyday life, so that they can
understand the broader context and develop deeper critical thinking skills. However, the main
challenge in using non-fiction texts is how to integrate them into existing curricula and teaching
methods. Teachers need to be trained to teach non-fiction texts in an interesting and interactive
way, so that students can be actively involved in the learning process. In addition, there needs
to be an effort to provide quality learning resources and materials, so that students can access
relevant and useful non-fiction texts.(Sueca, IN 2021).

By overcoming these challenges, it is hoped that Indonesian language learning can be
more effective in developing students' critical thinking skills, so that they can become more
intelligent, critical individuals, and ready to face various challenges in the future. In fact, non-
fiction texts can provide opportunities for students to analyze information in depth, compare
various points of view, and construct strong arguments. Through these texts, students can be
trained to evaluate the accuracy of information, assess evidence that supports a claim, and
understand how the author constructs arguments based on valid data and facts. If non-fiction
texts are used more often in learning, students will become accustomed to the process of
analyzing real and actual information (Pare, A., & Sihotang, H. 2023). They can learn to
compare different views, identify bias or errors in the delivery of information, and develop the
ability to construct coherent and evidence-based arguments. Thus, the use of relevant non-
fiction texts can be a very effective way to train students’ critical thinking skills, while providing
them with broader insights into issues that occur in the real world.

From previous research it is explained that Critical and Creative Thinking in Indonesian
Language Learning" shows that the importance of promoting critical and creative thinking skills
in education has been widely recognized. This study found that the integration of critical and
creative thinking skills in Indonesian language teaching can improve students' ability to collect,
evaluate, and utilize information effectively (Fajarini, I. 2018).

Indonesian language teaching often does not provide enough space for students to
actively participate. In fact, group discussions, debates, and presentations can be effective
means to train students in critical thinking collaboratively. This more interactive teaching
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method allows students to develop critical thinking skills in a more practical and relevant way.
Through group discussions, students can share views, listen to other perspectives, and learn
to critically evaluate arguments. Debates provide opportunities for students to hone their
argumentation and analytical thinking skills, while presentations help them organize their
thoughts and convey ideas clearly and convincingly. By providing space for active participation,
Indonesian language teaching can be more dynamic and effective in developing students'
critical thinking skills. (Kusumaningrum, 2019).

This study aims to explore how Indonesian language learning can be designed to
support the development of students' critical thinking skills. By understanding effective
strategies and approaches, it is hoped that Indonesian language learning can become a more
effective means of building a critical and innovative generation. This study will identify teaching
methods that can encourage students to think reflectively, evaluate information critically, and
develop strong arguments. In addition, this study will also explore the use of non-fiction texts
that are relevant to the student's context, as well as the application of interactive teaching
methods such as group discussions, debates, and presentations. Thus, the results of this study
are expected to provide practical guidance for educators in designing Indonesian language
learning that is more effective in developing students’ critical thinking skills.

2. Method

This study uses a qualitative approach to understand how Indonesian language learning
contributes to developing students' critical thinking skills. A qualitative approach was chosen
because it allows researchers to explore social realities in depth through direct interaction with
research subjects (Hasan, et al. 2024). This study was conducted at SMP 16 Jambi City. A
gualitative approach was chosen to understand how Indonesian language learning contributes
to developing students' critical thinking skills. With this approach, researchers can explore the
experiences, views, and perceptions of students and teachers regarding the Indonesian
language learning process and how it affects students' critical thinking skills. Through
interviews, observations, and document analysis, researchers can obtain rich and in-depth
data, which are then analyzed to identify relevant patterns, themes, and relationships. This
gualitative approach provides a more comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of
Indonesian language learning and its contribution to developing students’ critical thinking skills
at SMP 16 Jambi City.

Data collection was conducted through in-depth interviews with Indonesian language
teachers and students at the secondary school level. The interviews aimed to understand their
experiences, views, and challenges faced in the learning process. In addition, classroom
observations were conducted to see firsthand how learning strategies were implemented and
how students responded to activities designed to train critical thinking. These observations
helped researchers gain a more concrete picture of the dynamics of learning in the classroom.
Researchers also conducted document analysis, such as lesson implementation plans (RPP)
and student work, to evaluate the extent to which critical thinking aspects were integrated into
Indonesian language learning. These documents provided rich data on the pedagogical
approaches used by teachers.

Data triangulation was conducted to ensure the validity of the findings. Data from
interviews, observations, and document analysis were compared to find consistent patterns
and identify differences in perspectives. The data obtained were analyzed using a thematic
approach, which involves grouping data based on themes relevant to the development of
critical thinking skills through learning Indonesian.

3. Results and Discussion
Text Based Learning Strategy

Teachers use literary and nonfiction texts to train students in understanding and
analyzing arguments. Students are invited to identify the main idea, evaluate the validity of the
argument, and provide critical views on the content of the text. The use of literary and nonfiction
texts in learning Indonesian is an effective strategy to train students in critical thinking. Both
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types of texts offer a variety of perspectives and rich contexts to analyze. Literary texts, such
as short stories or novels, often describe conflicts, values, and worldviews that can help
students understand the complex relationship between ideas and reality. Meanwhile, nonfiction
texts, such as opinion articles, reports, or essays, provide data-based arguments that require
logical evaluation (Andini, 2024). In learning activities, teachers direct students to identify the
main idea of the text being read. This process helps students understand the essence of the
information conveyed, both in the form of literary stories and arguments in nonfiction texts.
After that, students are invited to evaluate the validity of the argument, including logic,
supporting evidence, and the relevance of the argument to the issue being discussed. This
ability is very important in training students to distinguish valid and reliable information from
biased or unfounded information (Tinambunan, RD 2021).

In addition, students are also given space to provide critical views on the contents of
the text. They can express their opinions based on the analysis that has been done, as well as
ask questions or counter-arguments to the contents of the text. This process not only develops
students’ critical thinking skills, but also trains them to convey ideas clearly and logically.
Through this approach, learning Indonesian does not only focus on understanding the text, but
also on developing critical analysis, evaluation, and expression skills. Thus, students do not
only become passive readers, but also active and reflective readers, who are able to use
information intelligently in everyday life.

a. Discussion and Debate

Group discussion and debate activities are effective strategies in encouraging
students to think critically. In group discussions, students are encouraged to express their
opinions, provide reasons to support their views, and respond logically to peer arguments. This
process helps students develop critical thinking skills in a practical and relevant way. They
learn to evaluate information, consider multiple perspectives, and develop strong arguments
based on available evidence (Rosiana, E., & Rahman, MA 2023).

Debates, on the other hand, provide students with an opportunity to hone their
argumentation skills. Students must defend their opinions with strong evidence, listen to and
evaluate opposing arguments, and respond in a logical and structured manner. This activity
not only improves critical thinking skills but also helps students develop effective
communication skills and confidence in public speaking. By using these strategies, students
can develop better critical thinking skills, which are essential in facing academic and everyday
life challenges. They learn to think analytically, critically evaluate information, and develop
creative and logical solutions to problems (Walenta, AS, 2024).

b. Argumentative Writing

Argumentative essay writing assignments provide students with the opportunity to
construct strong arguments based on data and facts. This process trains students in designing
structured logical thinking. In argumentative essays, students must gather relevant information,
evaluate evidence, and develop a logical and coherent argument. They must also consider
multiple viewpoints and respond to opposing arguments in a logical and structured manner.
Thus, writing argumentative essays helps students develop critical thinking, analytical, and
effective communication skills, which are essential in facing academic and everyday life
challenges (Ardana, HP 2023).

The study found that students who engaged in group discussions, debates, and
presentations showed significant improvements in their critical thinking skills. These methods
allow students to share views, listen to other perspectives, and critically evaluate arguments.
Group discussions provide opportunities for students to interact directly with their peers, share
ideas, and receive constructive feedback. Debates encourage students to develop
argumentation skills, think analytically, and defend their opinions with strong evidence.
Presentations help students organize their thoughts, convey ideas clearly, and increase their
confidence in public speaking. By using these methods, students can develop better critical
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thinking skills, which are essential in facing academic and everyday life challenges. As the

results of an interview with one of the teachers explained that:
‘I often use group discussion, debate, and presentation methods in learning
Indonesian. For example, | divide students into small groups to discuss a certain topic,
then they present the results of their discussions in front of the class. | also hold debate
sessions where students must defend their opinions with strong evidence. In addition,
| give individual or group presentation assignments to help students organize their
thoughts and convey ideas clearly.”

In other words, the teacher uses a variety of interactive teaching methods to actively
engage students in the learning process. Methods such as group discussions, debates, and
presentations provide opportunities for students to actively participate, share views, listen to
other perspectives, and critically evaluate arguments. Group discussions allow students to
interact directly with their peers, share ideas, and get constructive feedback. Debates
encourage students to develop argumentation skills, think analytically, and defend their
opinions with strong evidence. Presentations help students organize their thoughts, convey
ideas clearly, and increase their confidence in public speaking. By using these methods,
students can develop critical thinking, argumentation, and effective communication skills,
which are essential in facing academic and everyday life challenges.

In addition, this study also shows that the use of more interactive and contextual
teaching methods can increase students' learning motivation. Students who feel involved and
active in the learning process tend to be more motivated to learn and develop their critical
thinking skills. Interactive teaching methods, such as group discussions, debates, and
presentations, allow students to actively participate, share views, listen to other perspectives,
and critically evaluate arguments. With interactive teaching methods, students are not only
passive recipients of information, but also become active participants in the learning process.
They can ask questions, give opinions, and contribute to discussions. This makes learning
more dynamic and interesting, so that students are more motivated to learn. As from the results
of an interview conducted by Desan, one of the students said that:

Student 1:“1 feel more motivated to learn when teachers use interactive teaching
methods. Group discussions and debates make me more active in the
learning process. | can share my views with my friends and listen to other
perspectives. This helps me to think more critically and understand the
subject matter better.”

Student 2:“The interactive and contextual teaching method really helped me
understand the subject matter. | could see how the knowledge | learned in
class could be applied in real situations. This made me more motivated to
learn and develop my critical thinking skills.”

In addition, contextual teaching methods help students to better understand the subject
matter by relating it to real situations that are relevant to their lives. For example, the use of
non-fiction texts that are relevant to students' contexts can help them develop critical thinking
skills by analyzing information, evaluating data, and developing views based on facts. Thus,
students can see how the knowledge they learn in class can be applied in everyday life.
Overall, the use of more interactive and contextual teaching methods not only increases
students' motivation to learn but also helps them develop critical thinking skills that are very
important in facing academic and daily life challenges. Thus, this study confirms the importance
of using interactive and contextual teaching methods in learning Indonesian to develop
students’ critical thinking skills. This approach not only improves students’ critical thinking skills
but also increases their motivation to learn and their understanding of the subject matter.

Utilization of Digital Learning Media
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The use of digital media, such as online articles and educational videos, helps students
access relevant information and trains them to analyze content from multiple perspectives.
Online articles provide quick access to multiple sources of information that are up-to-date and
relevant to the topic being studied. Students can read articles from multiple sources, compare
information, and evaluate its accuracy and credibility. Educational videos, on the other hand,
offer an engaging and interactive way to learn the material. Videos can present information in
a more visual and understandable way, thus helping students who have a visual learning
style.(Kusmardiningsih, WT 2024). In addition, educational videos often include expert
interviews, practical demonstrations, and in-depth illustrations, which can enrich students’
understanding of a particular topic. By accessing and analyzing content from multiple
perspectives, students can develop their critical thinking skills. They learn to evaluate
information, consider multiple points of view, and develop arguments based on strong
evidence. The use of digital media also allows students to learn independently and develop
digital literacy skills that are important in this modern era (Akbar, JS, 2023).

Obstacles Faced

Teachers face challenges in managing time to integrate critical thinking activities amidst
the demands of the curriculum. A dense curriculum often makes it difficult for teachers to set
aside sufficient time for activities that encourage critical thinking, such as group discussions,
debates, and presentations. In addition, the preparation and implementation of these activities
require additional time that is not always available in a tight learning schedule. As the results
of an interview with one of the teachers explained that:

“The main challenge we face is time constraints. The tight curriculum often makes it

difficult to set aside enough time for activities that encourage critical thinking, such as

group discussions, debates, and presentations. Preparing and implementing these

activities requires additional time that is not always available in a tight learning

schedule.”

In addition to time constraints, teachers also face challenges in motivating all students
to actively participate in learning. Not all students have the same motivation or feel comfortable
participating in discussions or debates. Some students may feel shy or lack confidence in
expressing their opinions in front of their classmates. Therefore, teachers need to find ways to
create an inclusive and supportive learning environment, where all students feel safe and
encouraged to participate. To overcome these challenges, teachers can use various
strategies, such as giving rewards or praise to students who actively participate, providing
additional time for critical thinking activities outside of class hours, and using a variety of
teaching methods to appeal to all students. In this way, teachers can help students develop
their critical thinking skills despite time constraints and varying motivations.

Increasing Student Interest

Students show higher interest in literacy activities when the learning materials are
relevant to their daily lives. When students can see a direct connection between what they
learn in class and the real experiences and situations they face in their daily lives, they become
more motivated to learn. Relevant learning materials help students feel that the knowledge
they gain has practical value and can be applied in their lives (Darmawan, RA, & Rizaldi, MA
2024). This not only increases interest and motivation to learn but also helps students develop
better critical and analytical thinking skills. Thus, the relevance of learning materials to
students' daily lives plays an important role in increasing the effectiveness of literacy activities
and learning as a whole.

Impact on Critical Thinking Skills

Students who engage in interactive and analysis-based learning strategies show
improvements in critical thinking skills. These strategies allow students to actively participate
in the learning process, critically evaluate information, and construct logical and structured

Majority Science Journal|124


https://jurnalhafasy.com/index.php/msj
https://doi.org/10.61942/msj.v2i4.262
https://doi.org/10.61942/msj.v2i4.262

Majority Science Journal (MSJ) Vol. 2 No. 4, November 2024
P-ISSN: 0000-0000; E-ISSN:3025-1990
Available : https://jurnalhafasy.com/index.php/msj DOI: : https://doi.org/10.61942/msj.v2i4.262

arguments. By using methods such as group discussions, debates, and presentations,
students can develop analytical and critical thinking skills. They learn to gather and evaluate
information from a variety of sources, consider multiple perspectives, and develop arguments
supported by strong evidence. This process helps students to think more reflectively,
analytically, and critically, which is essential in facing academic and everyday life challenges
(Istofany, et al. 2024). As stated by one student that:
“l feel that interactive and analysis-based learning strategies are very helpful in
developing my critical thinking skills. Group discussions and debates make me more
active in the learning process. | can share my views with my friends and listen to other
perspectives. This helps me to think more critically and understand the subject matter
better.”

In other words, the students felt that interactive and analysis-based learning methods
were very effective in improving their critical thinking skills. Group discussions and debates
allowed them to actively participate, share their views, and listen to other perspectives, all of
which contributed to better understanding and stronger critical thinking skills.

4. Conclusions

Indonesian language learning has great potential to develop students' critical thinking
skills. Strategies such as the use of texts, discussions, debates, and argumentative writing
have proven effective in improving these skills. However, further efforts are needed to
overcome the obstacles faced by teachers and increase student participation. For example,
through reading texts, students are trained to identify main ideas, understand points of view,
and evaluate arguments. In discussions and debates, they are encouraged to express opinions
logically, provide supporting evidence, and respond to opposing arguments rationally.
Argumentative writing, such as essays or opinion pieces, trains students in designing coherent
and data-based argument structures, thereby improving their critical thinking skills. Although
these strategies have proven effective, there are several obstacles that need to be overcome.
Teachers often face challenges such as limited time to integrate critical thinking-based
activities into a dense curriculum. In addition, not all students have the same motivation and
interest in literacy activities, so that their participation in learning is uneven. To optimize this
potential, further efforts are needed, such as teacher training in developing innovative learning
strategies, providing teaching materials that are relevant to the student's context, and utilizing
digital technology to support learning activities. With a more holistic approach, learning
Indonesian can become a more effective instrument in building students' critical thinking skills,
which will ultimately improve the overall quality of education.
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